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RESIDENTIAL MATTRESSES: 
A DEADLY FIRE HAZARD

ANAPOL SCHWARTZ ATTY OFFERS 
TIPS TO PROTECT YOU/YOUR HOME

PHILADELPHIA –– Many of us are literally sleeping on potential fi re-bombs in our 
homes, says Anapol Schwartz products safety attorney/consumer rights advocate 
Miriam Benton Barish. Unbeknownst to most people the polyurethane foam typically 
used in conventional mattresses as padding, is often described by fi re experts as 
“solid gasoline.”

Fires involving mattresses (as the fi rst ignited item) are one the leading reasons for 
fi re deaths in U.S. households, annually claiming 380 lives, 1580 injuries, and result-
ing in $104 million in property damages, according to the U.S. Consumer Product 
Safety Commission (CPSC).

Last year in July 2007, the CPSC enacted the new Federal Mattress Flammability 
Standard, known as 16 CFR 1633. This revised standard will reduce the known 
hazards caused by polyurethane foam used in residential mattresses, a material that 
once ignited causes fi res to engulf rooms within minutes and release fatal gases. A 
burning mattress can reach 1,000 kilowatts of heat in under fi ve minutes. When that 
happens “fl ashover” can occur, a deadly situation when the heat from the fi re ignites 
everything in the room, typically at temperatures between 1100 and 1470 degrees 
Fahrenheit. The new CPSC standard requires the heat emitted by a mattress fi re 
stay at 200 kilowatts for 30 minutes.
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This new mandatory standard is designed to reduce 
the severity of mattress fi res ignited by open fl ame 
sources such as candles, matches and lighters. 
The federal open fl ame standard does not address ignition from cigarettes because 
that protection is already required. A mandatory federal standard on cigarette igni-
tion of mattresses, 16 CFR Part 1632, has been in place for more than 30 years.

Under the new mandatory federal regulations mattress manufacturers must meet 
the new fi re performance standard to ensure that if a mattress is involved in a fi re, 
it will generate a fi re much smaller in size, and with a slower growth rate, allowing 
occupants more time to discover the fi re and escape. Mattress manufacturers can 
comply with this standard by selecting a fabric either resistant to smoldering, or 
provide a barrier layer between the foam fi ller and the fabric which is both smolder 
and fl ame retardant. But, the new regulations don’t mandate fl ame-retardants in the 
foam itself (as Great Britain does), even though there’s minimal cost to do this and 
it’s been proven to save more lives, according to Barish.

“The federal government has known about the hazards of polyurethane foam and 
the need for safety standards for more than three decades. So, it’s incomprehensi-
ble that it has allowed the mattress industry to manufacture highly fl ammable prod-
ucts that have claimed thousands upon thousands of lives,” stresses Barish, who 
recently represented a family whose two year old son was catastrophically injured 
in a fi re in their home that resulted in a signifi cant confi dential settlement with the 
mattress manufacturer and the component suppliers for their failure to provide any 
fl ame retardants or barrier in the fabric or foam of the mattress. 

CONTACT A FLAMMABILITY LAWYER
FREE NO-OBLIGATION CONSULTATION

Please contact us for a free no-obligation consultation. The more information that you can provide, the more helpful it will be. You 
are under no obligation to continue. Any information you provide will be held in the strictest of confi dence. 

If you have questions, please call us toll-free at 1-866-735-2792. Thank you.
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While the revised standards will improve newly 
manufactured mattresses, consumers need to be 
aware of the potential danger in their existing mat-
tresses and how to be safe going forward. Barish 
argues that consumers can take some life-savings 
steps now, to protect themselves, their families and 
their homes. 

Do Your Homework. 
Before you purchase that mattress, read the label. The rule became 
effective July 1, 2007 and applies to all mattress sets manufactured in 
the United States or imported in to the United States on or after that 
date. Old mattresses that do not meet this standard can legally con-
tinue to be sold in retail stores. Ensure that the mattress label states it 
is in compliance with 16 CFR 1633 federal fl ammability (open fl ame) 
standard for mattress sets when used without a foundation or with a 
foundation. 

Keep Your Distance. 
Ensure all possible ignition sources, candles, cigarettes, etc., are kept 
clear of the mattresses at all times and that the mattress is not posi-
tioned too close to any heat sources, such as activated electrical ap-
pliances like hair styling devices, portable heaters, electric blankets. 

Get Out, Don’t Put It Out. 
Most people are not aware of the extreme hazard of a mattress fi re. 
Tragically, many deaths occur as occupants attempt in vain to put out 
these fi res. They don’t realize that these fi res grow exceeding quickly; 
thick black smoke makes it impossible to see clearly, and the gases 
emitted, carbon monoxide and hydrogen cyanide, can incapacitate 
and kill you in a matter of minutes.

See how rapidly a fi re can spread at http://www.anapolschwartz.com/
videos/products_liability.shtml

Founded in 1977, Anapol, Schwartz, 
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