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Long-Term 
Care Planning: 
A Case Study
by Jerold E. Rothkoff

Jane contacted our office 
recently for assistance in long-
term care planning for her and
her husband, John. They have
been married for over 40 years
and have two grown children.
She is quite active and in

reasonably good health; however, John 
has multiple physical health problems,
including macular degeneration,
Parkinson’s and heart disease, and is
wheelchair-bound.

Their children both communicate with
them regularly, but unfortunately live too
far away to help out. Jane is unable to care
for John alone, but fears the unknowns
surrounding nursing home placement. 
She has limited financial experience and
even less exposure to the complicated
nursing home admission process.

The couple has $200,000 in assets, plus
their marital home, which is the one asset
Jane worries about the most. She wants 
to stay in her house, and fears the expense 
of John’s nursing home care may force 
her to sell.

We assured Jane that she had numerous
options for planning. First, we helped her
secure admission to a nursing home that
suited John’s needs, but was close to her
house. It was essential for her well-being
that she remain very involved in his care to
minimize her loneliness when he moved. 

We then updated the couple’s estate
documents to adequately protect John in
the event that Jane died before him.
Specifically, her will had to be revised to
protect John’s Medicaid eligibility, and
both needed durable financial powers of
attorney, health care powers of attorney
and living wills.

Finally, we structured Jane’s financial
planning to accommodate both John’s
short-term need for suitable nursing home

care and his long-term plan to qualify for
Medicaid. We turned excess assets that
otherwise could have been claimed by the
nursing home into a monthly income for
Jane to pay her expenses. We also secured
additional monies from John’s monthly
income for her through the Medicaid
appeals process.

Jane has been able to continue her
independent, active lifestyle while knowing 

John is receiving the quality care he needs.
She now has peace of mind knowing her
home is protected, and the vast majority 
of her and her husband’s life savings has
been preserved. 

Jerold E. Rothkoff is an elder and 
disability law attorney with offices 
located in Cherry Hill, N.J., Center City
Philadelphia, and Trevose, Pa. Contact 
him at jrothkoff@rothkofflaw.com.
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The Anapol Schwartz Guest Advocate column provides a forum for attorney
colleagues outside our firm to weigh in on emerging legal and safety issues. 
For comments or questions, contact us at guestadvocate@anapolschwartz.com.

Uncovering the Risks of Electric Blankets and Heating Pads 
continued from page 1

• Stay away from wet, creased blankets or pads. Twisting 
and/or creasing can damage the internal heating coils.

• Avoid tucking your electric blanket into mattresses or 
mattress pads. 

• Don’t sit or lie on top of an electric blanket or heating pad. 
This may damage the internal heating coils.

• Don’t put comforters, bedspreads, or anything else on top 
of the blanket or heating pad while it is turned on. This traps 
the heat which can build up to a point where it may become 
an ignition source.

Applying the above tips can help you minimize the danger of fires from these two 
common household items. And, always remember with any fire: Get out of the house; 
don’t try to put it out. 

Partner Miriam Benton Barish concentrates her practice on products liability, toxic torts, 
and other personal injury matters. A strong advocate for consumer safety, Barish represents
burn victims who have been injured in fires caused by defective products, including heating
pads and hair styling devices/tools and other common household appliances and furniture.
Contact her at mbarish@anapolschwartz.com.



In the 
Community

500+ Consumers
Participate in The
Anapol Schwartz
Foundation Campaign
In keeping with our commitment to
community health and safety programs, we
recently asked consumers to vote online for
one of four charities we support through
The Anapol Schwartz Foundation (ASF).
More than 500 individuals participated, 
and we made contributions in their names.

The benefiting non-profits, to which the
firm designated a portion of its fees, were:

The Burn Foundation. Contributions
support a family mentorship program 
that was established with a grant from 
part of the firm’s fees in an unsafe products
case involving catastrophic burns to a
young child. 

Caren Sydnor Locomotor Training
Fund–Magee Rehabilitation Hospital
Foundation. Donations benefit a fund,
started by our client and spinal cord injury
patient Caren Sydnor, which provides
much-needed locomotor training to spinal
cord injury patients when insurance runs
out and also offers equipment to optimize
therapy time.

Greater Philadelphia Urban Affairs
Coalition. Contributions go toward an
award, made in the name of a client, which
is supporting Philadelphia high school
special-needs graduates who are continuing
on to higher learning.

The Mayor’s Commission on People with
Disabilities. Donations help support
scholarships for people with disabilities.

To benefit these programs, the firm
contributed a portion of its fees from a 
case which provided restitution to a legally
blind woman/prison worker whose leg was
impaled – and ultimately amputated – due 
to a hazardous tree that PennDOT and its
contractors failed to remove.

Since its inception in 2008, The ASF has
granted more than $125,000 to local
501(c)(3) public charities. As we win cases
on behalf of clients and their families, 
we will continue to contribute to The 
ASF and to critical community programs. 
Visit www.anapolschwartz.com/ASF to
learn more.

Contact Info
Anapol, Schwartz, Weiss, Cohan,
Feldman & Smalley, P.C.

www.AnapolSchwartz.com

Reach us at 866-735-2792
And, find us in…

Philadelphia
1710 Spruce Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103
Cherry Hill, NJ
1040 Kings Highway North, Suite 304
Cherry Hill, NJ 08034
Harrisburg, PA
252 Boas Street
Harrisburg, PA 17102
Reading, PA
146 North 6th Street
Reading, PA 19601
Media, PA
230 North Monroe Street
Media, PA 19063
Wheeling, WV
89 12th Street
Wheeling, WV 26003
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Your Advocates
continued from page 1

Honors

• Eight attorneys were honored as 2009
Pennsylvania Super Lawyers®: Thomas
Anapol, Lawrence Cohan, Joel Feldman,
Mark LeWinter, James Ronca, Alan
Schwartz, Bernard Smalley and Sol Weiss.

• The Anapol Schwartz Foundation
received the first official Chairman’s
Award from the Burn Foundation for
providing funds to create a mentorship
program that assists burn survivors 
and their families.

• Bernard Smalley was also appointed 
to the Board of Overseers at Widener
University School of Law.

• Amber Racine was elected to the
executive board of the Barristers’
Association of Philadelphia.

American Lawyer Media recently
published “The Library of Pennsylvania
Personal Injury Forms” book, authored by
Joel Feldman, Michael Barbiero and Amber
Racine. The book provides information 
to assist plaintiff ’s attorneys in handling 
all types of personal injury cases.
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