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May 11, 1999
Regi onal News
PHI LADELPHI A JURY AWARDS $2.5 M LLION IN MOTHER S DEATH AFTER CHI LDBI RTH
OB- GYN FAI LED TO ORDER | MVEDI ATE C- SECTI ON AFTER WARNI NG SI GNS

M chael A. Riccard
O The Legal Staff

The estate of a wonman who suffered cardiac arrest and died after giving
birth by Caesarean section was awarded a $2.5 mllion judgment by a

Phi | adel phia jury last week after a six-day trial before Judge Marl ene
Lachman in Conmon Pl eas Court.

The jury held the decedent's obstetrician-gynecol ogi st 75 percent
responsi bl e for medical mal practice and Al bert Einstein Medical Center 25
percent responsible in the case of the late Ella Coney, who was 30 in
Novenber 1992 when she was treated during the pregnancy.

Plaintiffs' |awer Stephen J. Pokiniewski Jr. of Anapol Schwartz Weiss Cohan
Fel dman & Smalley said that a del ay damage petition seeking $1 million in the
case had been filed yesterday. Alan Schwartz of Anapol Schwartz was | ead
counsel for the Coney fanmily in the case. No defense offer was made during
the entire litigation.

The plaintiffs' theory of the case was that Coney was exhibiting signs of
serious preeclanpsia, or toxicity of the pregnancy, and should have been
referred for an inmediate C-section at week 37 of gestation, Pokini ewski
sai d.

The defendant OB-GYN, Herman Reid, said that he was not told of the results
of tests taken at Al bert Einstein, tests that he had ordered in week 32 of

t he pregnancy, show ng decreased amiotic fluid, elevated bl ood pressure or
hi gh levels of protein in Coney's urine that would been warning signs of
preecl anpsi a.

Despite those warning signs, she was repeatedly sent hone, Pokiniewski said,
a course of treatment that was below the standard of care, especially since
Coney had had probl em pregnanci es before and was having her first baby in 12
years.

On Nov. 5, Reid himself detected high bl ood pressure and urine protein
| evel s and sent her to Einstein for nore tests.

On Nov. 6 Coney suffered pul nonary edema, or swelling due to liquid in the
I ungs, and congestive heart failure. Pokiniewski quoted the treating
physician at Al bert Einstein as calling Coney "one of the sickest patients
had ever treated."

It took eight hours for Einstein doctors to stabilize Coney so that she



could deliver a baby girl, who is now a healthy six-year-old, PokiniewsKki
sai d.

It was on the third day after the C-section that Coney, who continued to
suffer from pul nonary edema, had cardiac arrest. She went into a coma for one
month and died from brain danage as a conplication of the comn, Pokini ewski
sai d.

In Septenber 1998 the clinmate between the two defendants froze over,
Poki ni ewski said, with sweeping ranmifications for the case. It was then that
Reid wote a letter faulting the post-natal care at Einstein, arguing that
they m smanaged the fluid in her lungs. In a 1995 deposition, he apparently
had deni ed knowi ng the cause of Coney's cardiac arrest.

While the plaintiff's side had its own expert, it was a defense expert who
of fered the opinion that an i medi ate C-section at week 37 would have been
the standard of care. Reid never referred Coney for a C-section, only for
nore testing.

The divided defenses did not have a large inpact on the jury according to
Poki ni ewski, who spoke to them after the two-day deliberation.

"They didn't realize how unusual it is for defendants in a nedical
mal practice case to go so strongly agai nst each other,"” Pokini ewski said.

The plaintiffs did not |let the defendant hospital off the hook for its post-
nat al managenent of Coney's case, but the nmgjor thene was that Reid, w thout
referring her for a Caesarean section procedure or |engthy hospita
admi ssion, allowed his patient's condition to deteriorate to the point where
the AEMC doctors could call her "one of the sickest patients" they had ever
seen.





